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80 Years After the War — From Hiroshima to the World, and into
the Future
To remember the tragedies of war, and to reaffirm the value of peace.

President of the Wellness  To carry forward the memories, and to weave a peaceful future.
Mahjong Federation Today, through Wellness Mahjong®,
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we send a message of peace from Hiroshima to the world.
With every tile held, we place our hopes for peace.

In 2025, the 4th World Wellness Mahjong Tournament
will be held here in Hiroshima.

We honor the battles fought by each participant
and wish them all the very best.
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This year marks the milestone of Showa 100 — the centennial year since the
beginning of the Showa era.

The Showa period in which I was born was not always a time of peace. In its early
years, it was marked by the unfortunate tragedy of war. Hiroshima and Nagasaki
suffered the world” s first atomic bombings, bringing unprecedented devastation.

In the postwar years, Japan achieved reconstruction, striving for prosperity and
witnessing remarkable social development. During this time, mahjong also took
root in everyday life across the country, and the Japan Wellness Mahjong
Federation was established to promote this cultural pastime in a sound and
health-conscious manner.

Now, the 4th World Wellness Mahjong Tournament will be held here in
Hiroshima. To host an international mahjong competition in a city that was the
first to suffer an atomic bombing is a deeply meaningful act — one that sends a
powerful message of peace to the world. I sincerely hope that Wellness Mahjong
will help pave the way toward a more peaceful future for all humankind.
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I would like to extend my sincere congratulations on the successful hosting of the
World Wellness Mahjong Tournament in Hiroshima.

Mahjong is widely enjoyed as a social and intellectual game that enriches life and
strengthens human connections.

Having spent my life in competitive swimming, I’ ve come to value the
irreplaceable power of human relationships and shared experiences. Recently, a
woman at the pool told me she had started playing mahjong “to enjoy life longer.”
Her words reminded me of the game’ s deep appeal.

Unlike many physical sports, mahjong can be enjoyed at any age. Its strategic and
psychological depth continues to inspire me.

Holding this international tournament in Hiroshima—a city that stands for peace—
perfectly embodies the spirit of Wellness Mahjong. I am honored to support this
meaningful initiative.

The 4th WWM Tournament 2025 in Hiroshima
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Across borders, across generations,
people are connected.

And yet, the walls dividing us only seem to grow.
Like building a bridge to the unreachable,
I continue to sing.

Just like a song that prays for peace,
I hope that Wellness Mahjong will light a flame of peace
in the hearts of people everywhere.
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I am delighted to welcome you to the 4th World Wellness Mahjong Tournament
here in Hiroshima,

dedicated to the theme of “World Peace.”

I share this joy with all players, partners, and organizations involved.

Wellness Mahjong has gained broad recognition thanks to many years of
promotion

and the support of countless people.

Our goal now is to connect people worldwide through Mahjong,

fostering friendship and peace.

Fittingly, one of Mahjong’ s basic hands, Pingfu, is written in kanji as “peace,”
and this tournament features special rules that value this hand highly.

May today’ s games be filled with goodwill,
so that both winners and losers can end the day with gratitude for the time spent
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The 4th WWM Tournament 2025 in Hiroshima
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Detailed Rules of the Tournament
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Be strict with yourself, kind to others.

Basic Rules

1. Rules Applied

- Open tanyao allowed. Atozuke (waiting only on a yaku) allowed.

- Ippatsu, ura-dora, kan-dora, and kan-ura-dora are all in play.

- Game format: Hanchan (East-South round). Scores at the end of each hanchan are recorded as-is (e.g., 32,600).
2. Game Length

- Each round: one hanchan, 55 minutes. The current hand is played to completion when time is up.
- Play continues even if a player’ s score reaches zero. If necessary, borrow points in 10,000-point units from the leading
player.

3. Formal Tenpai Rule

- Keishiki Tenpai is recognized. However, if all of your winning tiles are already in your hand, it is considered noten (not
ready).

4. Ranking and Scoring

- No uma (placement bonus/penalty).

- Ranking is decided by the total of points over three rounds.

5. Tenpai Payments and Honba

- Tenpai payment: 3,000 points placed on the table.

- Dealer continues if in tenpai, but no honba counters are used (no +300 points per honba).

6. Final Dealer

- Dealer continues if in tenpai. If the dealer is noten in the last hand, the hanchan ends.

- Any deposits (riichi sticks, etc.) remain unclaimed and are recorded separately.

7. Abortive Draws

- No abortive draw rules (e.g., Kyushu Kyuhai, four winds in a row, four riichi, four kans).

8. Multiple Ron

- Double ron and triple ron are not allowed. Only one winner (head bump rule).

9. Dead Wall

- 14 tiles are left in the dead wall.

10. Yakuman Responsibility Payment (Pao)

- Applied only for:

- Daisangen: if a third dragon is called (pon or daiminkan).

- Dai suushii: if a fourth wind is called (pon or daiminkan).

11. Pao Settlement

- If the yakuman hand wins by tsumo: the responsible player pays the entire winning hand.

- If the win is by ron: payment is split between the discarder and the responsible player.

12. Yakuman Exceptions

- No special exceptions. Example:

- Kokushi musou cannot rob a kan.

- Kokushi musou 13-sided wait cannot ron on a furiten discard.

13. Kazoe Yakuman

- The following are not used: Renho, counted yakuman, nagashi mangan, shisanputa, daisharin, sanrenkou, kanburi, nthan
shibari, etc.

14. Kuikae

- No tile-swapping (kuikae) allowed.

in Hiroshima



Riichi Rules

1. Furiten Riichi

« Furiten riichi is allowed (but cannot win by ron).

2. Discard After Riichi

- After declaring riichi, a player may discard a winning tile (choosing not to win).

3. lllegal Riichi

« Declaring riichi while noten is a chombo if revealed at hand end (no tenpai payments exchanged).
4. No Turn Riichi

- A player may declare riichi even if they have no draws left (no-tsumo-ban).

- Players must not inform others if they declared a noten riichi until the end of the hand.

Penalties |

1. 1,000-Point Penalty

- If a called pon/chi/kan cannot be completed, a 1,000-point penalty stick is paid, and play continues.
- If immediately corrected to “ron,” it is allowed.

2. Deadhand

- Declaring Tsumo or Ron incorrectly without revealing the hand results in a dead hand.

- Even if in tenpai or riichi, such a player is treated as noten at hand end (but not a chombo).

- After dead hand , the player cannot declare pin/chi/kan/Riichi for the remainder of the hand.
3. Chombo |

- Applied only when normal continuation of the game is impossible:

(D Declaring a false win and exposing most of the hand.

@ Declaring riichi while noten and reaching hand end.

3 Destroying the wall beyond repair.

- Penalty: 3,000 points paid to each of the other three players (regardless of dealer/child).

- The hand is replayed without adding honba.

- Any deposits (e.g., riichi sticks) are returned to the player who placed them.

Additional Notes

- When a kan (concealed or open) is declared, dora indicators are revealed immediately.

- Riichi + IPPATSU + chan-kan may combine, but no extra kan-Dora is added in this case.

- Riichi + tsumo + rinshan kaihou does not combine with ippatsu, but kan-dora is added.

- At hand end, a karaten (waiting on no tiles) is still considered tenpai, except when all winning tiles are already in the hand.
- Hands with only accidental yaku (haitei raoyue, houtei raoyui, rinshan kaihou, chankan) are valid wins.

- Rinshan kaihou and haitei tsumo cannot combine.

- No double/triple yakuman scoring.

- If the total of the four players’ scores exceeds 120,000, the excess is deducted from the top player.

- If under 120,000, scores are recorded as is. (All players at the table must confirm.)

in Hiroshima
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The 4th WWM Tournament 2025 in Hiroshima
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